DATE: ________, DITTO #1A
DIRECTIONS:
1) READ ENGLAND’S Charter of Liberties and HIGHLIGHT anything that looks like a RIGHT that we
have as Americans.
2) WRITE the name of the RIGHT in the margin next to the RIGHT you think is in the Charter of Liberties.
3) Be ready to EXPLAIN how the RIGHTS you matched are correctly matched.

The CHARTER OF LIBERTIES OF HENRY I (1100AD)
Henry, king of the English, to Bishop Samson and Urso de Abetot and all his barons and
faithful, both French and English, of Worcestershire, [copies were sent to all the shires]
greeting.
1. Know that by the mercy of God and the common counsel of the barons of the whole
kingdom of England I have been crowned king of said kingdom; and because the
kingdom had been oppressed by unjust exactions, I, through fear of god and the love
which I have toward you all, in the first place make the holy church of God free, so that I
will neither sell nor put ot farm, nor on the death of archbishop or bishop or abbot will I take
anything from the church's demesne or from its men until the successor shall enter it. And I
take away all the bad customs by which the kingdom of England was unjustly oppressed;
which bad customs I here set down in part:
2. If any of my barons, earls, or others who hold of me shall have died, his heir shall not buy
back his land as he used to do in the time of my brother, but he shall relieve it by a just and
lawful relief. Likewise also the men of my barons shall relieve their lands from their lords by a
just and lawful relief.
3. And if any of my barons or other men should wish to give his daughter, sister, niece, or
kinswoman in marriage, let him speak with me about it; but I will neither take anything from
him for this permission nor prevent his giving her unless he should be minded to join her to
my enemy. And if, upon the death of a baron or other of my men, a daughter is left as heir,
I will give her with her land by the advice of my barons. And if, on the death of her
husband, the wife is left and without children, she shall have her dowry and right of
marriage, and I will not give her to a husband unless according to her will.
4. But if a wife be left with children, she shall indeed have her dowry and right of marriage
so long as she shall keep her body lawfully, and I will not give her unless according to her
will. And the guardian of the land and children shall be either the wife or another of the
relatives who more justly ought to be. And I command that my barons restrain themselves
similarly in dealing with the sons and daughters or wives of their men.
5. The common seigniorage, which has been taken through the cities and counties, but
which was not taken in the time of King Edward I absolutely forbid henceforth. If anyone,
whether a moneyer or other, be taken with false money, let due justice be done for it.
6. I remit all pleas and all debts which were owing to my brother, except my lawful fixed
revenues and except those amounts which had been agreed upon for the inheritances of
others or for things which more justly concerned others. And if anyone had pledged
anything for his own inheritance, I remit it; also all reliefs which had been agreed upon for
just inheritances.
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7. And if any of my barons or men shall grow feeble, as he shall give or arrange to give his
money, I grant that it be so given. But if, prevented by arms or sickness, he shall not have
given or arranged to give his money, his wife, children, relatives, or lawful men shall
distribute it for the good of his should as shall seem best to them.
8. If any of my barons or men commit a crime, he shall not bind himself to a payment at
the king's mercy as he has been doing in the time of my father or my brother; but he shall
make amends according to the extent of the crime as he would have done before the
time of my father in the time of my other predecessors. But if he be convicted of treachery
or heinous crime, he shall make amends as is just.
9. I forgive all murders committed before the day I was crowned king; and those which
shall be committed in the future shall be justly compensated according to the law of King
Edward.
10. By the common consent of my barons I have kept in my hands forests as my father had
them.
11. To those knights who render military service for their lands I grant of my own gift that the
lands of their demesne ploughs be free from all payments and all labor, so that, having
been released from so great a burden, they may equip themselves well with horses and
arms and be fully prepared for my service and the defense of my kingdom.
12. I impose a strict peace upon my whole kingdom and command that it be maintained
henceforth.
13. I restore to you the law of King Edward with those amendments introduced into it by my
father with the advice of his barons.
14. If anyone, since the death of King William my brother, has taken anything belonging to
me or to anyone else, the whole is to be quickly restored without fine; but if any one keep
anything of it, he upon whom it shall be found shall pay me a heavy fine.
Witnesses Maurice bishop of London, and William bishop elect of Winchester, and Gerard
bishop of Hereford, and earl Henry, and earl Simon, and Walter Giffard, and Robert de
Montfort, and Roger Bigot, and Eudo the steward, and Robert son of Hamo, and Robert
Malet. At London when I was crowned. Farewell.

DATE: ________, DITTO #1B
DIRECTIONS:
1) READ ENGLAND’S Magna Carta and HIGHLIGHT anything that looks like a RIGHT that we have as
Americans.
2) WRITE the name of the RIGHT in the margin next to the RIGHT you think is in the Magna Carta.
3) Be ready to EXPLAIN how the RIGHTS you matched are correctly matched.

MAGNA CARTA – the Great Charter of England (1215)
On the following pages you find an abridged text.
KNOW THAT BEFORE GOD, for the health of our soul and those of our ancestors and heirs, to the
honour of God, the exaltation of the holy Church, and the better ordering of our kingdom, at the
advice of our reverend fathers Stephen, archbishop of Canterbury, primate of all England, and
cardinal of the holy Roman Church, Henry archbishop of Dublin, William bishop of London, Peter
bishop of Winchester, Jocelin bishop of Bath and Glastonbury, Hugh bishop of Lincoln, Walter Bishop
of Worcester, William bishop of Coventry, Benedict bishop of Rochester, Master Pandulf subdeacon
and member of the papal household, Brother Aymeric master of the knighthood of the Temple in
England, William Marshal earl of Pembroke, William earl of Salisbury, William earl of Warren, William
earl of Arundel, Alan de Galloway constable of Scotland, Warin Fitz Gerald, Peter Fitz Herbert,
Hubert de Burgh seneschal of Poitou, Hugh de Neville, Matthew Fitz Herbert, Thomas Basset, Alan
Basset, Philip Daubeny, Robert de Roppeley, John Marshal, John Fitz Hugh, and other loyal subjects:
+ (1) FIRST, THAT WE HAVE GRANTED TO GOD, and by this present charter have confirmed for us and
our heirs in perpetuity, that the English Church shall be free, and shall have its rights undiminished,
and its liberties unimpaired. That we wish this so to be observed, appears from the fact that of our
own free will, before the outbreak of the present dispute between us and our barons, we granted
and confirmed by charter the freedom of the Church's elections - a right reckoned to be of the
greatest necessity and importance to it - and caused this to be confirmed by Pope Innocent III. This
freedom we shall observe ourselves, and desire to be observed in good faith by our heirs in
perpetuity.
TO ALL FREE MEN OF OUR KINGDOM we have also granted, for us and our heirs for ever, all the
liberties written out below, to have and to keep for them and their heirs, of us and our heirs:
(2) If any earl, baron, or other person that holds lands directly of the Crown, for military service, shall
die, and at his death his heir shall be of full age and owe a `relief', the heir shall have his inheritance
on payment of the ancient scale of `relief'. That is to say, the heir or heirs of an earl shall pay £100 for
the entire earl's barony, the heir or heirs of a knight l00s. at most for the entire knight's `fee', and any
man that owes less shall pay less, in accordance with the ancient usage of `fees'
* (12) No `scutage' or `aid' may be levied in our kingdom without its general consent, unless it is for
the ransom of our person, to make our eldest son a knight, and (once) to marry our eldest daughter.
For these purposes ouly a reasonable `aid' may be levied. `Aids' from the city of London are to be
treated similarly.
+ (13) The city of London shall enjoy all its ancient liberties and free customs, both by land and by
water. We also will and grant that all other cities, boroughs, towns, and ports shall enjoy all their
liberties and free customs.
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(20) For a trivial offence, a free man shall be fined only in proportion to the degree of his offence,
and for a serious offence correspondingly, but not so heavily as to deprive him of his livelihood. In
the same way, a merchant shall be spared his merchandise, and a husbandman the implements of
his husbandry, if they fall upon the mercy of a royal court. None of these fines shall be imposed
except by the assessment on oath of reputable men of the neighbourhood.
(21) Earls and barons shall be fined only by their equals, and in proportion to the gravity of their
offence.
(22) A fine imposed upon the lay property of a clerk in holy orders shall be assessed upon the same
principles, without reference to the value of his ecclesiastical benefice.
(38) In future no official shall place a man on trial upon his own unsupported statement, without
producing credible witnesses to the truth of it.
+ (39) No free man shall be seized or imprisoned, or stripped of his rights or possessions, or outlawed
or exiled, or deprived of his standing in any other way, nor will we proceed with force against him, or
send others to do so, except by the lawful judgement of his equals or by the law of the land.
+ (40) To no one will we sell, to no one deny or delay right or justice.
(60) All these customs and liberties that we have granted shall be observed in our kingdom in so far
as concerns our own relations with our subjects. Let all men of our kingdom, whether clergy or
laymen, observe them similarly in their relations with their own men.
* (63) IT IS ACCORDINGLY OUR WISH AND COMMAND that the English Church shall be free, and that
men in our kingdom shall have and keep all these liberties, rights, and concessions, well and
peaceably in their fulness and entirety for them and their heirs, of us and our heirs, in all things and
all places for ever.
Both we and the barons have sworn that all this shall be observed in good faith and without deceit.
Witness the abovementioned people and many others.
Given by our hand in the meadow that is called Runnymede, between Windsor and Staines, on the
fifteenth day of June in the seventeenth year of our reign (i.e. 1215: the new regnal year began on
28 May).

Source and Further Information
G. R. C. Davis, Magna Carta, Revised Edition, British Library, 1989.
British Library Publications - An Overview.
Copyright © 1995, The British Library Board
From Portico - The British Library's Online Information Server

DATE: ________, DITTO #1C
DIRECTIONS:
1) READ ENGLAND’S Petition of Right and HIGHLIGHT anything that looks like a RIGHT that we have
as Americans.
2) WRITE the name of the RIGHT in the margin next to the RIGHT you think is in the Petition of Right .
3) Be ready to EXPLAIN how the RIGHTS you matched are correctly matched.

The Petition of Right – (1628)
To the King's Most Excellent Majesty,
Humbly show unto our Sovereign Lord the King, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in
Parliament assembles, that whereas it is declared and enacted by a statute made in the time of the
reign of King Edward I, commonly called Stratutum de Tellagio non Concedendo, that no tallage or
aid shall be laid or levied by the king or his heirs in this realm, without the good will and assent of the
archbishops, bishops, earls, barons, knights, burgesses, and other the freemen of the commonalty of
this realm; and by authority of parliament holden in the five-and-twentieth year of the reign of King
Edward III, it is declared and enacted, that from thenceforth no person should be compelled to
make any loans to the king against his will, because such loans were against reason and the
franchise of the land; and by other laws of this realm it is provided, that none should be charged by
any charge or imposition called a benevolence, nor by such like charge; by which statutes before
mentioned, and other the good laws and statutes of this realm, your subjects have inherited this
freedom, that they should not be compelled to contribute to any tax, tallage, aid, or other like
charge not set by common consent, in parliament.
II. Yet nevertheless of late divers commissions directed to sundry commissioners in several counties,
with instructions, have issued; by means whereof your people have been in divers places
assembled, and required to lend certain sums of money unto your Majesty, and many of them,
upon their refusal so to do, have had an oath administered unto them not warrantable by the laws
or statutes of this realm, and have been constrained to become bound and make appearance
and give utterance before your Privy Council and in other places, and others of them have been
therefore imprisoned, confined, and sundry other ways molested and disquieted; and divers other
charges have been laid and levied upon your people in several counties by lord lieutenants, deputy
lieutenants, commissioners for musters, justices of peace and others, by command or direction from
your Majesty, or your Privy Council, against the laws and free custom of the realm.
III. And whereas also by the statute called 'The Great Charter of the Liberties of England,' it is
declared and enacted, that no freeman may be taken or imprisoned or be disseized of his freehold
or liberties, or his free customs, or be outlawed or exiled, or in any manner destroyed, but by the
lawful judgment of his peers, or by the law of the land.
IV. And in the eight-and-twentieth year of the reign of King Edward III, it was declared and enacted
by authority of parliament, that no man, of what estate or condition that he be, should be put out
of his land or tenements, nor taken, nor imprisoned, nor disinherited nor put to death without being
brought to answer by due process of law.
V. Nevertheless, against the tenor of the said statutes, and other the good laws and statutes of your
realm to that end provided, divers of your subjects have of late been imprisoned without any cause
showed; and when for their deliverance they were brought before your justices by your Majesty's
writs of habeas corpus, there to undergo and receive as the court should order, and their keepers
commanded to certify the causes of their detainer,
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no cause was certified, but that they were detained by your Majesty's special command, signified
by the lords of your Privy Council, and yet were returned back to several prisons, without being
charged with anything to which they might make answer according to the law.
VI. And whereas of late great companies of soldiers and mariners have been dispersed into divers
counties of the realm, and the inhabitants against their wills have been compelled to receive them
into their houses, and there to suffer them to sojourn against the laws and customs of this realm, and
to the great grievance and vexation of the people. (PETITION OF RIGHT 1628:8)
VII. And whereas also by authority of parliament, in the five-and-twentieth year of the reign of King
Edward III, it is declared and enacted, that no man shall be forejudged of life or limb against the
form of the Great Charter and the law of the land; and by the said Great Charter and other the
laws and statutes of this your realm, no man ought to be adjudged to death but by the laws
established in this your realm, either by the customs of the same realm, or by acts of parliament: and
whereas no offender of what kind soever is exempted from the proceedings to be used, and
punishments to be inflicted by the laws and statutes of this your realm; nevertheless of late time
divers commissions under your Majesty's great seal have issued forth, by which certain persons have
been assigned and appointed commissioners with power and authority to proceed within the land,
according to the justice of martial law, against such soldiers or mariners, or other dissolute persons
joining with them, as should commit any murder, robbery, felony, mutiny, or other outrage or
misdemeanor whatsoever, and by such summary course and order as is agreeable to martial law,
and is used in armies in time of war, to proceed to the trial and condemnation of such offenders,
and them to cause to be executed and put to death according to the law martial.
VIII. By pretext whereof some of your Majesty's subjects have been by some of the said
commissioners put to death, when and where, if by the laws and statutes of the land they had
deserved death, by the same laws and statutes also they might, and by no other ought to have
been judged and executed.
IX. And also sundry grievous offenders, by color thereof claiming an exemption, have escaped the
punishments due to them by the laws and statutes of this your realm, by reason that divers of your
officers and ministers of justice have unjustly refused or forborne to proceed against such offenders
according to the same laws and statutes, upon pretense that the said offenders were punishable
only by martial law, and by authority of such commissions as aforesaid; which commissions, and all
other of like nature, are wholly and directly contrary to the said laws and statutes of this your realm.
X. They do therefore humbly pray your most excellent Majesty, that no man hereafter be compelled
to make or yield any gift, loan, benevolence, tax, or such like charge, without common consent by
act of parliament; and that none be called to make answer, or take such oath, or to give
attendance, or be confined, or otherwise molested or disquieted concerning the same or for refusal
thereof; and that no freeman, in any such manner as is before mentioned, be imprisoned or
detained; and that your Majesty would be pleased to remove the said soldiers and mariners, and
that your people may not be so burdened in time to come; and that the aforesaid commissions, for
proceeding by martial law, may be revoked and annulled; and that hereafter no commissions of
like nature may issue forth to any person or persons whatsoever to be executed as aforesaid, lest by
color of them any of your Majesty's subjects be destroyed or put to death contrary to the laws and
franchise of the land.
XI. All which they most humbly pray of your most excellent Majesty as their rights and liberties,
according to the laws and statutes of this realm; and that your Majesty would also vouchsafe to
declare, that the awards, doings, and proceedings, to the prejudice of your people in any of the
premises, shall not be drawn hereafter into consequence or example; and that your Majesty would
be also graciously pleased, for the further comfort and safety of your people, to declare your royal
will and pleasure, that in the things aforesaid all your officers and ministers shall serve you according
to the laws and statutes of this realm, as they tender the honor of your Majesty, and the prosperity of
this kingdom.

DATE: ________, DITTO #1D
DIRECTIONS:
1) READ ENGLAND’S English Bill of Rights and HIGHLIGHT anything that looks like a RIGHT that we
have as Americans.
2) WRITE the name of the RIGHT in the margin next to the RIGHT you think is in the English Bill of Rights.
3) Be ready to EXPLAIN how the RIGHTS you matched are correctly matched.

The 1689 ENGLISH BILL OF RIGHTS
An Act for declaring the rights and liberties of the subject and settling the succession of the crown.
WHEREAS THE LORDS SPIRITUAL AND TEMPORAL, AND COMMONS, ASSEMBLED AT WESTMINSTER,
LAWFULLY, FULLY, AND FREELY REPRESENTING ALL THE ESTATES OF THE PEOPLE OF THIS REALM, DID
UPON THE THIRTEENTH DAY OF FEBRUARY, IN 1689, PRESENT UNTO THEIR MAJESTIES THEN CALLED AND
KNOWN BY THE NAMES AND STYLE OF WILLIAM AND MARY, PRINCE AND PRINCESS OF ORANGE,
BEING PRESENT IN THEIR PROPER PERSONS, A CERTAIN DECLARATION IN WRITING, MADE BY THE SAID
LORDS AND COMMONS, IN THE WORDS FOLLOWING:
Whereas the late King James the Second, by the assistance of divers evil counselors, judges, and
ministers employed by him, did endeavour to subvert and extirpate the protestant religion, and the
laws and liberties of this kingdom.


By assuming and exercising a power of dispensing with and suspending of laws, and the
execution of laws, without consent of parliament.



By committing and prosecuting divers worthy prelates, for humbly petitioning to be excused
concurring to the said assumed power.



By issuing and causing to be executed a commission under the great seal for erecting a
court called, The court of commissioners for ecclesiastical causes.



By levying money for and to the use of the crown, by pretence of prerogative, for other time,
and in other manner, than the same was granted by parliament.



By raising and keeping a standing army within this kingdom in time of peace, without
consent of parliament, and quartering soldiers contrary to law.



By causing several good subjects, being protestants, to be disarmed, at the same time when
papists were both armed and employed, contrary to law.



By violating the freedom of election of members to serve in parliament.



By prosecutions in the court of King's bench, for matters and causes cognizable only in
parliament; and by divers other arbitrary and illegal courses.



And whereas of late years, partial, corrupt, and unqualified persons have been returned and
served on juries in trials and particularly divers jurors in trials for high treason, which were not
freeholders.



And excessive bail hath been required of persons committed in criminal cases, to elude the
benefit of the laws made for the liberty of the subject.



And excessive fines have been imposed; and illegal and cruel punishments inflicted.



And several grants and promises made of fines and forfeitures, before any conviction or
judgment against the persons, upon whom the same were to be levied.
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All of which are utterly and directly contrary to the known laws and statutes, and freedom of this
realm.
And whereas the said late King James II having abdicated the government, and the throne being
thereby vacant, his highness the Prince of Orange (whom it hath pleased Almighty God to make
the glorious instrument of delivering this kingdom from popery and arbitrary power) did (by the
advice of the lords spiritual and temporal, and divers principal persons of the commons) cause
letters to be written to the lords spiritual and temporal, being protestants; and other letters to the
several counties, cities, universities, boroughs, and cinque-ports, for the choosing of such persons to
represent them, as were of right to be sent to parliament, to meet and sit at Westminster upon the
22 January, 1689 in order to make such an establishment, as that their religion, laws, and liberties
might not again be in danger of being subverted; upon which letters, elections have been
accordingly made,
And thereupon the said lords spiritual and temporal, and commons, pursuant to their respective
letters and elections, being now assembled in a full and free representative of this nation, taking into
their most serious consideration the best means for attaining the ends aforesaid; do in the first place
(as their ancestors in like cases have usually done) for the vindicating and asserting their ancient
rights and liberties, declare:


That the pretended power of suspending of laws, or the execution of laws, by regal
authority, without consent of parliament, is illegal.



That the pretended power of dispensing with laws, or the executions of laws, by regal
authority, as it hath been assumed and exercised of late, is illegal.



That the commission for erecting the late court of commissioners for ecclesiastical causes,
and all other commissions and courts of like nature are illegal and pernicious.



That levying money for or to the use of the crown, by pretence of prerogative, without grant
of parliament, for longer time, or in other manner than the same is or shall be granted, is
illegal.



That it is the right of the subjects to petition the King, and all commitments and prosecutions
for such petitioning are illegal.



That the raising or keeping a standing army within the kingdom in time of peace, unless it be
with consent of parliament, is against law.



That the subjects which are protestants, may have arms for their defence suitable to their
conditions, and as allowed by law.



That election of members of parliament ought to be free.



That the freedom of speech, and debates or proceedings in parliament, ought not to be
impeached or questioned in any court or place out of parliament.



That excessive bail ought not to be required,nor excessive fines imposed; nor cruel and
unusual punishments inflicted.



That jurors ought to be duly impanelled and returned, and jurors which pass upon men in
trials of high treason ought to be freeholders.



That all grants and promises of fines and forfeitures of particular persons before conviction,
are illegal and void.



And that for redress of all grievances, and for the amending, strengthening and preserving
of the laws, parliaments ought to be held frequently.

